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Chapter 1
Passover in the Bible
To properly discuss the history of Passover from Jesus to now, we
must understand how Passover is to be Biblically celebrated. So,
we will give a brief background to the Passover story and then
bring us up to the time of Jesus using the Bible.
The end of the book of Genesis explains how the children of Israel decided to move to Egypt. One of the sons of Jacob, Joseph,
was sold into slavery when he was a young boy. His own brothers
betrayed him. Over time, he was exalted to the second highest
position in the land of Egypt.
God gave Joseph a dream that seven years of plenty and seven
years of famine were coming to Egypt. Pharaoh nominated Joseph to serve as second in command. With this position, he would
be in charge of gathering plenty of seed in the good years so that
the nation could be sustained during the years of famine.
During the lean years, the famine extended to the Promised Land.
Jacob sent his sons down to Egypt to get grain. During this process, they discovered that Joseph was still alive! He was in Egypt!
Jacob, his sons, and their families eventually moved down to
Egypt.
After hundreds of years had passed, a Pharaoh came to power in
Egypt that did not remember Joseph or the God of Joseph. He began to oppress the Israelites and enslaved them. With this slave
labor, he built his own store cities.
God raised up a deliverer named Moses to lead the people out of
bondage. Through Moses, God manifested plagues to loosen the
heart of Pharaoh so that he would free the people of Israel. Despite nine plagues, Pharaoh’s heart would not soften. God sent
one final plague that would free them.
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During this plague, God sent a death angel to take the first born of
every living creature. The first born of animals and even the first
born of humans would be slain. This death angel was to pass
through the land during the night portion of the 14th of Nissan.
Nissan is the first month on the Hebrew Calendar.
God told the Israelites to prepare for the death angel by slaying a
one-year old lamb or goat and applying the blood of that animal
to the doorpost of their homes. During the night, they were to eat
the lamb with bitter herbs and unleavened bread.
That night around midnight, the death angel came through the
camp and struck the first born of every living creature in the land.
Every home that had the blood applied was spared. This means
the first born children of Israel were protected. The first born of
Pharaoh was slain.
Sometime that night, Pharaoh sent word to Moses that they were
free to leave Egypt. As the sun rose on the 14th of Nissan, the
children of Israel prepared to leave Egypt. As they prepared to
leave, the residents of Egypt gave them gold, silver, and clothing.
They had a special favor from God so that they would leave the
land of Egypt equipped and prosperous. They left all leavening
products behind.
As the sun set and the 15th of Nissan began, the children of Israel
left Egypt. They left 400 years to the day they entered. They left
with rejoicing and with hope in their hearts. The Lord watched
over them this night and ensured their safe departure. God proclaimed that this night was a night to be much observed throughout all their generations.
Shortly after the Israelites left, Pharaoh changed his mind. He decided that he wanted to enslave the Israelites all over again. He
equipped his best chariots and fighters. They pursued the children
of Israel.
At the beginning of the seventh day from their departure from
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Egypt, they arrived at the shores of the Red Sea (called the Gulf
of Aquaba today). The army of Pharoah finally caught up to them.
However, they were pinned between his army and the shore of the
Red Sea.
God protected His people by placing darkness over the army of
Pharaoh and light on the children of Israel. A pillar of cloud separated them. At the command of God, Moses raised his staff and
the Red Sea parted. All night long, they crossed the sea on dry
ground.
Once they reached the other side, the army of Pharaoh pursued
them across the dry sea bed. God shut up the sea and drown all of
Pharaoh’s forces. The children of Israel were then completely free
from their oppressors!
The night of the final plague and the escape from Egypt is the
backdrop for the first national celebration of Passover for Israel.
The celebration of Passover is broken down into the following
components:
The first aspect of this celebration is the two-night Seder celebration. According to the Bible, there are two Seders meals: one on
the evening of the 14th of Nissan to remember the Passover
Lamb, Jesus. This night is called Passover.
The second Seder is supposed to be celebrated on the evening of
the 15th of Nissan. This night is called The Night to Be Much
Observed (Exodus 12:42, KJV). This is the night that the Israelites left Egypt. It is when we celebrate coming out of sin.
For seven days, starting on the 15th day of Nissan, no yeast is to
be seen in our homes. Yeast represents sin during this time of the
year. Instead, we are to eat unleavened bread. This seven-day period is called “The Feast of Unleavened Bread.”
The first and seventh days of this special week are annual Sab6

baths, which means no work is to be done on them. They are days
for us to come together as believers and celebrate this special occasion.
As the Jewish Encyclopedia 1901-1905 explains: Lev. xxiii.,
however, seems to distinguish between Passover, which is set for
the fourteenth day of the month, and the Festival of Unleavened
Bread; (ἑορτή τῶν ἀζύμων, Luke xxii. 1; Josephus, "B. J." ii. 1, §
3), appointed for the fifteenth day…The Samaritans consider the
Feast of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread as two distinct festivals. The Sabbath is not suspended by the Pesaḥ offering (ib. p. 24). The custom among the Karaites corresponds to
that of the Samaritans…” (Article: Passover)
This celebration pattern is also spelled out in Numbers 28:16-18,
25.
Numbers 28:16-18, 25
16 “‘On the fourteenth day of the first month the Lord’s Passover
is to be held. 17 On the fifteenth day of this month there is to be a
festival; for seven days eat bread made without yeast. 18 On the
first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work….25 On
the seventh day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work.”
[It should be noted that the “festival” mentioned for the fifteenth
day of the month is a reference to the night to be much observed
(see Ex. 12:42)]
Exodus 12:17, 19-20
17 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was
on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come…
19 For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And
anyone, whether foreigner or native-born, who eats anything with
yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel. 20 Eat
nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat
unleavened bread.”
Sometimes the entire 8-day celebration (Passover and 7 days of
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Unleavened Bread) is collectively called “Unleavened Bread”,
“Passover”, or the “Passover Festival” in the Bible (see Ex 23:15,
34:18, Deut. 16:1-8, Ezekiel 45:21, Luke 22:1, John 13:1).
In the New Covenant, the pattern of celebration remains the same.
The symbols and celebration itself has a fuller meaning. The
Lamb represents Jesus, who was the Lamb slain for the whole
world (John 1:29). The unleavened bread represents taking more
of Jesus into our vessels (Matthew 26:26, I Cor. 5:6-8). Getting
the yeast out of our homes is still a necessary part of this celebration. The physical action we perform is representative of getting
the sin out of our hearts.
Instead of leaving a physical Egypt, we leave a life of sin that we
may serve the living God. He parts the Red Sea and throws our
sins into a sea of forgetfulness.
To learn more about the celebration of Passover and how to
prepare for that special time of the year, download our free
booklet “Passover Preparation.”
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Chapter 2
Passover from Jesus until 325 AD
From Moses until the time of Ezra (approximately 444 BC), we
know that the Passover was celebrated in the proper manner. Ezra
6:19-22 explains:
19 On the fourteenth day of the first month, the exiles celebrated
the Passover. 20 The priests and Levites had purified themselves
and were all ceremonially clean. The Levites slaughtered the
Passover lamb for all the exiles, for their relatives the priests and
for themselves. 21 So the Israelites who had returned from the
exile ate it, together with all who had separated themselves from
the unclean practices of their Gentile neighbors in order to seek
the Lord, the God of Israel. 22 For seven days they celebrated
with joy the Festival of Unleavened Bread…”
Some time between Ezra and Jesus time, some changes were
made by human authority, but not God’s authority. In the time of
Jesus, there were those who observed Passover on the fourteenth
of Nissan as well as the fifteenth, but there were those who only
celebrated the fifteenth. Today, the Jewish people usually celebrate the 15th or the 15th and the 16th of Nissan. This change is the
source of much discussion, but there is not a consensus on why
they celebrate it out of the Biblical reckoning.
Despite some people trying to change the date of Passover, God
was able to work this out in His wonderful plan. Jesus celebrated
Passover on the 14th of Nissan with his disciples. At this “last supper,” He explained the meaning of the Passover elements. He also
instituted foot washing.
Luke 22:15 “And he said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat
this Passover with you before I suffer.’”
The Passover is the only time in the Bible Jesus said he
“eargerly” desired to do something. There is something special
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about this celebration. After He honored it, He was arrested that
evening and subsequently beaten for the sins of humanity and
crucified, though He was innocent. When Jesus died, they wanted
to get His body off of the cross before the “special Sabbath” began.
John 19:31 - 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next
day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did
not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they
asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.
The Day of Preparation is any day before a Sabbath, whether it is
weekly or annual. The Greek phrase translated as “special Sabbath” refers to an annual Sabbath. Going back to last chapter, this
would be the fifteenth of Nissan, which is an annual Sabbath.
Jesus died on a Wednesday before sunset and rose again three
days and three nights later, which would be Saturday before sunset.
After Jesus, the disciples continued to celebrate Passover in the
correct manner. The tone set by the Apostle Paul as he went out
to the Gentiles was that we all need to follow in the footsteps of
our Savior and obey Him.
As Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). This
literally means to imitate Paul as he imitates Christ. In this same
letter, he exhorted us to continue to celebrate Passover.
I Corinthians 5:6-8
“6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast
leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, so
that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us
keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”
Paul directed even the Gentile Christians in the city of Corinth to
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celebrate the Festival of Passover and Unleavened Bread. Later,
in Acts 20:6, Paul keeps the Feast of Unleavened Bread with the
Philippians. What made this so special is that the city of Philippi
was a city for Roman soldiers. It did not have a Jewish Synagogue.
Acts 20:6
“But we sailed from Philippi after the Festival of Unleavened
Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we
stayed seven days.”
They also celebrated Pentecost in the early church, which is calculated from Passover (see Leviticus 23:15-22, Acts 2:1-4, Acts
20:16, I Cor. 16:8).
What happened after the Apostle Paul died? Did believers continue to keep Passover? To answer this question, we must understand some history.
From 64 AD until 324 AD, there were as many as 12 major persecutions of Christians. During this time, we see changes and confusion that caused Christians to be divided on this issue. We will
start by examining Roman Emperors from the time of Jesus
through the reign of Hadrian.
List of Important Roman Emperors
Tiberius Caesar 14-37 AD
Nero – 54-68 AD –Persecutor
Domitian – 81-96 AD – Persecutor
Trajan – 98-117 AD - Persecutor
Hadrian (also Adrian) – 117-138 AD - Persecutor
Because Christianity was a sect of Judaism and appeared so similar, these early persecutions of Christians are only identified by
the persecutions of Jewish people. Jewish people and those practicing Jewish customs were persecuted together. I have some
quotes from the persecution under Domitian.
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The Emperor Domitian, who ruled Rome from 81 to 96 AD
sought to kill those who celebrated Jewish customs. “The charge
brought against them both was that of atheism, a charge on which
many others who drifted into Jewish ways were condemned.
Some of these were put to death, and the rest were at least deprived of their property.” (Cassius Dio, Book 67, 14:2)
“Inheritances, to which he had not the slightest pretension, were
confiscated, if there was found so much as one person to say, he
had heard from the deceased when living, “that he made the emperor his heir.” Besides the extractions from others, the poll-tax
on the Jews was levied with extreme rigour, both on those who
lived after the manner of the Jews in the city, without publically professing themselves to be such, and on those who, by
concealing their origin, avoided paying the tribute imposed upon
that people.” (Seutonius “On Domitian”, sec. 12)
Under the Emperor Trajan, persecution continued. During Trajan’s reign, there was a letter exchange between he and Pliny the
Younger, who served in his administration. Pliny’s letters 96-98
reveal this exchange. Below I have included a letter to Trajan
from Pliny the Younger (letter 97).
“From Pliny the Younger to Trajan the Emperor:
An anonymous information was laid before me containing a
charge against several persons, who upon examination denied
they were Christians, or had ever been so. They repeated after me
an invocation to the gods, and offered religious rites with wine
and incense before your statue (which for that purpose I had ordered to be brought, together with those of the gods), and even
reviled (cursing) the name of Christ…Some among those who
were accused by a witness in person at first confessed themselves
Christians, but immediately after denied it; the rest owned indeed
that they had been of that number formerly, but had now (some
above three, others more, and a few above twenty years ago) renounced that error. They all worshipped your statue and the images of the gods, uttering imprecations at the same time against
the name of Christ. …they desisted after the publication of my
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edict, by which, according to your commands, I forbade the meeting of any assemblies…great numbers must be involved in the
danger of these prosecutions…In fact, this contagious superstition
is not confined to the cities only, but has spread its infection
among the neighbouring villages and country…The temples, at
least, which were once almost deserted, begin now to be frequented; and the sacred rites, after a long intermission, are again
revived…From all this it is easy to conjecture what numbers
might be reclaimed if a general pardon were granted to those who
shall repent of their error.”
In the exchange, Trajan informs Pliny not to hunt down those
who are Christians, but only prosecute those who were reported
to be Christian. Those brought forth upon such charges were
asked that they invoke the Roman gods. By doing so, such a person was acquitted of all charges.
There are other important details from this letter. First, we can see
that there were a number of people who were reported as Christians in public that later denied it in private. Some of those reported to be Christians actually made sacrifices to the Roman
gods, offered incense, and bowed to the image of Caesar.
Secondly, Pliny clearly states that so many people were becoming
Christians that the Temples were nearly empty. After the persecution took place, the temples were full again. This made the emperor pleased.
Amongst these persecutions, Christians began to mingle themselves with Roman customs, even putting pagan epitaphs on their
tombstones to avoid affiliation with Christianity (Ramsay, 266).
From Pliny’s letter we can see that there were people who proclaimed the name of Jesus but retained pagan worship practices.
As these persecutions increased, so did anti-Semitism. In fact, the
Jewish persecutions of this time lay the foundation for antiSemitism that existed later in the empire.
The Emperor Hadrian did two things that caused a riot among the
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Jewish people. First of all, he banned circumcision (Aelius Spartianus, The Life of Hadrian, Chapter 14). Secondly, he tried to
build a temple to Jupiter on top of the ruins of the Second Temple. A great war ensued. Cassius Dio gives us details regarding
these events:
“At Jerusalem he founded a city in place of the one which had
been razed to the ground, naming it Aelia Capitolina, and on the
site of the temple of the god he raised a new temple to Jupiter.
This brought on a war of no slight importance nor of brief duration…At first the Romans took no account of them. Soon, however, all Judaea had been stirred up, and the Jews everywhere
were showing signs of disturbance… Five hundred and eighty
thousand men were slain in the various raids and battles, and the
number of those that perished by famine, disease and fire was
past finding out. Thus nearly the whole of Judaea was made desolate…” (bk. 69, 12:1, 13:1, 14:1-2)
Though many Jewish people lost their lives, so did many Romans
in the fighting. This level of destruction rivaled that of Antiochus
Epiphanes in ancient times and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70
AD. Hadrian banned study of the Torah and celebration of the
Festivals (including the Sabbath). This means the practices of
Christianity were also banned.
Hadrian renamed Judea to Palestine. Jewish people throughout
the Empire were subject to a higher level of taxation than other
citizens. To add insult to injury, he continued his projects to build
a pagan city on top of Jerusalem and the temple to Jupiter on the
temple ruins. He banned Jewish people from entering Jerusalem.
In 438 AD, the Empress Euodicia allowed Jewish people to go
back to Jerusalem to pray.
From the book of Acts, we learn that everything was done out of
Jerusalem. The leaders met there to make important decisions.
Ministers were sent out to assist the brethren in other places. It
was the capital and center of Christianity. With Jerusalem
stricken AGAIN (it was stricken the first time in 70 AD), and
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Jewish people no longer allowed to enter into it, multiple centers
of influence began to develop in Christianity. Instead of Jerusalem as the main center of influence, cities such as Rome, Carthage, Alexandria, and multiple cities in Asia Minor all were cities that tried function in the way that Jerusalem had in the beginning.
The problem is that this caused confusion!
What was the cumulative effect of these persecutions? Some early
church writers key us in on the after effects.
Hegessipus (writing around 150-170 AD)
“And, after profound peace had been established in every church,
they remained down to the reign of Trajan Caesar…Symeon son
of Clopas, was informed against by the various heresies, and subjected to an accusation like the rest…He was finally condemned
to be crucified. Up to that period the Church had remained
like a virgin pure and uncorrupted…But, when the sacred band
of apostles had in various ways closed their lives… then did the
confederacy of godless error take its rise…And the church of the
Corinthians continued in the orthodox faith up to the time when
Primus was bishop in Corinth. I had some intercourse with these
brethren on my voyage to Rome…in every city, the state of affairs is in accordance with the teaching of the Law and of the
Prophets and of the Lord....After James the Just had suffered martyrdom [62 AD], as had the Lord a on the same account, again
Symeon son of Clopas, descended from the Lord’s uncle, is made
bishop [of Jerusalem]… Therefore was the Church called a virgin, for she was not as yet corrupted by worthless teaching. Thebulis it was who, displeased because he was not made bishop,
first began to corrupt her by stealth. He too was connected with
the seven sects which existed among the people…from these have
come false Christs, false prophets, false apostles…”
Sulpicius Severus (writing around 400 AD)
“Then, after an interval, Domitian, the son of Vespasian, persecuted the Christians… And with no great interval there then oc15

curred the third persecution under Trajan…. Then under Hadrian
(ADRIAN) the Jews attempted to rebel…At this time Adrian,
thinking that he would destroy the Christian faith…set up the images of demons both in the temple and in the place where the
Lord suffered. And because the Christians were thought principally to consist of Jews…he ordered a cohort of soldiers to keep
constant guard in order to prevent all Jews from approaching to
Jerusalem. This, however, rather benefited the Christian faith, because almost all then believed in Christ as God while continuing
in the observance of the law…” (Sacred History, Book 2, Sec. 31)
Clement of Alexandria (writing around 180 AD)
“The Tradition of the Church Prior to that of the Heresies… For
the teaching of our Lord at His advent, beginning with Augustus
and Tiberius, was completed in the middle of the times of Tiberius. And that of the apostles, embracing the ministry of Paul,
ends with Nero. It was later, in the times of Adrian the king, that
those who invented the heresies arose…” (Stromata Book 7,
Chapter 17)
From these accounts, we can see that the early church continued
in obedience to the Law as well as belief in Jesus Christ. In 62
AD, at the election of Simeon son of Clopas to be bishop in Jerusalem, heresies began to secretly infiltrate the faith. During the
persecution of Trajan, they began to surface. If you will recall,
Trajan was the Emperor who allowed accusations against Christians to be prosecuted.
The false brethren used these persecutions to accuse and get rid of
the faithful who held the doctrine of Christ in purity. Hegessipus
specifically mentions how Simeon was turned in by the heretics.
After Hadrian, the heresies were out in the open. The historians
Epiphanaus and Eusebius add more.
After Hadrian, the heresies were completely out in the open. As it
pertains to the celebration of Passover, the historians Epiphanaus
and Eusebius add more.
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Eusebius (about 329 AD)
“…until the siege of the Jews, which took place under Adrian,
there were fifteen bishops in succession there, all of whom are
said to have been of Hebrew descent, and to have received the
knowledge of Christ in purity, so that they were approved by
those who were able to judge of such matters, and were deemed
worthy of the episcopate.” (Eusebius, Church History - book 4,
5:2)
“And thus, when the city had been emptied of the Jewish nation and had suffered the total destruction of its ancient inhabitants, it was colonized by a different race, and the Roman city
which subsequently arose changed its name and was called Ælia,
in honor of the emperor Ælius Adrian. And as
the church there was now composed of Gentiles, the first one
to assume the government of it after the bishops of
the circumcision was Marcus.” (Eusebius, Church History book 4, 6:4)
Epiphanaus (about 360 AD)
“But in as many other times—as in the time of Alexander, the
bishop of Alexandria, and Criscentius, when each is found writing to the other and quarreling, and down to our own day. This
has been the situation ever since was thrown into disorder after the time of the circumcised bishops …” (Epiphanaus,
Against all Heresies, 70:9 – the argument about Passover)
Ephiphanaus is referring to confusion about when to celebrate
Passover. The 14th of Nissan was the undisputed day to celebrate
Passover, as Jesus himself celebrated at this time.
The confusion about Passover and other practices of Christianity
began when Hadrian banned all the Jewish people from Jerusalem. A Gentile bishop named Marcus was appointed head over
the church. This means Christianity began to lose its Jewishness
and its purity. Christianity is and will always be a sect of Judaism.
Hadrian even placed images of devils in the place where our Lord
was crucified.
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From the time of Hadrian forward, Gentile thinking began to
dampen the Jewishness of Christianity. In the West, this was already well under way. The Roman Emperors wore down the believers and killed so many that eventually leaders came to power
in the West that were against anything appearing to be Jewish.
In the 2nd century, anti-semitic rhetoric among those that call
themselves Christians begins to grow after Hadrian. One heretical
teacher, named Marcion, said this around 144 AD:
Marcion 144 AD
“Since it is the rest of the God of the Jews, who made the world
and rested the seventh day, let us fast on this day, so as to do
nothing congenial to the God of the Jews” – (Epiphanaus,
Panarion, Book 1, Sec. 42, 3:4)
Others soon followed that would repudiate Jewish practices and
twist the Words of God from their original meaning.
Justin the Martyr – 150 AD
“For we too would observe the fleshly circumcision, and the Sabbaths, and in short all the feasts, if we did not know for what reason they were enjoined you,--namely, on account of your transgressions and the hardness of your hearts.” (Dialogue with Trypho, CHAPTER XVIII)
Around 145-150 AD, a huge schism occurred between the Western and Eastern churches. The Bishop of Rome, Anicetus, did not
want to celebrate Passover according to the Jewish reckoning.
The Bishop of Smyrna, Polycarp, celebrated it at the Biblical time
of the 14th of Nissan. Polycarp was a disciple of the Apostle John.
“At this time, while Anicetus was at the head of the church of
Rome, Irenæus relates that Polycarp, who was still alive, was at
Rome, and that he had a conference with Anicetus on a question
concerning the day of the paschal feast…But Polycarp also was
not only instructed by the apostles, and acquainted with many that
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had seen Christ, but was also appointed by apostles in Asia
bishop of the church of Smyrna….Polycarp, who was a much
more trustworthy and certain witness of the truth than Valentinus
and Marcion and the rest of the heretics. (Eusebius, Book 4, 14:1,
3, 5).
Polycarp “…gave the accounts which he gave of his intercourse
with John and with the others who had seen the Lord. And as he
remembered their words, and what he heard from them concerning the Lord, his miracles and teaching…Polycarp related all
things in harmony with the Scriptures.” (Ibid, Book5, chapter 20)
Essentially, the issue between Polycarp and Anticetus came to a
standstill. Polycarp could not convince Anticetus to celebrate
Passover the proper way as he received it from the first Apostles,
and Anticetus could not convince Polycarp to change. While they
disagreed, the two churches still communicated with each other
(Church History, Book 5, 24:16-17).
Polycarp had greater standing to maintain his view than did the
bishop of Rome. He had direct communication with the Apostle
John, who leaned on the Lord’s breast at Passover. Anicetus was
the 10th or 11th bishop of Rome from the time of the original Apostles. Something else to consider are the accounts above of how
many Christians went back to worshipping in pagan temples during some of the persecutions (as quoted in Pliny the Younger’s
letter above). Rome’s claim that they held to the true teaching of
the Apostles has no standing; they hold this view simply for control.
The issue about when to keep Passover became known as the
Quartodeciman controversy. Quartodeciman is a latin word meaning “fourteenth.” These believers kept Passover on the 14th of Nissan, as did Jesus.
And Polycarp himself, when Marcion once met him and said, 'Do
you know us? replied, 'I know the first born of Satan.‘ (Eusubius
Book 4, Chapter 14) Polycarp was eventually Martyred around
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155 AD.
Around 190-195 AD, the issue of Passover came up once again.
This time, the disagreement happened between Polycrates, who
was a disciple of Polycarp, and Victor, the bishop of Rome. The
outcome was very different.
“A question of no small importance arose at that time. For the
parishes of all Asia, as from an older tradition, held that the fourteenth day of the moon, on which day the Jews were commanded
to sacrifice the lamb, should be observed as the feast of the Saviour’s passover.” (ibid, bk 5, 23:1)
“But the bishops of Asia, led by Polycrates, decided to hold to the
old custom handed down to them. He himself, in a letter which he
addressed to Victor and the church of Rome, set forth in the following words the tradition which had come down to him: “We
observe the exact day; neither adding, nor taking away. For in
Asia also great lights have fallen asleep…Among these are Philip,
one of the twelve apostles…and, moreover, John, who was both a
witness and a teacher, who reclined upon the bosom of the
Lord…And Polycarp in Smyrna, who was a bishop and martyr;
and Thraseas, bishop and martyr from Eumenia, who fell asleep
in Smyrna. Why need I mention the bishop and martyr Sagaris
who fell asleep in Laodicea, or the blessed Papirius, or Melito, the
Eunuch, who lived altogether in the Holy Spirit, and who lies in
Sardis, awaiting the episcopate from heaven, when he shall rise
from the dead?… All these observed the fourteenth day of the
passover according to the Gospel, deviating in no respect, but
following the rule of faith….And my relatives always observed the day when the people put away the leaven (the feast
of unleavened bread)….I, therefore, brethren, who have lived
sixty-five years in the Lord, and have met with the brethren
throughout the world, and have gone through every Holy Scripture, am not affrighted by terrifying words. For those greater than
I have said ‘We ought to obey God rather than man.’ Acts
5:29” (ibid, bk 5, 24:1-6)
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Victor would have none of this! He excommunicated the Eastern
churches.
“Thereupon Victor, who presided over the church at Rome, immediately attempted to cut off from the common unity
the parishes of all Asia, with the churches that agreed with them,
as heterodox; and he wrote letters and declared all the brethren
there wholly excommunicate.” (ibid, bk 5, 24:9)
The bishop of Lyons, Irenæus, who had spent some time around
Polycarp, sent a scathing letter to Victor. In it, he says that some
of the prior Roman bishops did not observe Passover at the same
time as the Jewish people, but they did not excommunicate those
who did so.
“Among these were the presbyters before Soter, who presided
over the church which you now rule. We mean Anicetus,
and Pius, and Hyginus, and Telesphorus, and Xystus. They neither observed it themselves, nor did they permit those after them
to do so….And yet though not observing it, they were none the
less at peace with those who came to them from the parishes in
which it was observed; although this observance was more
opposed to those who did not observe it….But none were ever
cast out on account of this form; but the presbyters before you
who did not observe it, sent the eucharist to those of other parishes who observed it.” (ibid, Bk 5, 24:14-15)
Irenaus gives us a list of Roman Bishops that did not celebrate
Passover on the 14th of Nissan. The earliest one he mentions was
Xystus (also called Sixtus). What is interesting is that he ruled
approximately 117-126 AD, which was the time of Hadrian. If
you will recall from earlier, this was the time when the reckoning
of Passover came into confusion. The other Christian sources list
Trajan and Hadrian’s reign as the time when Christianity began to
change.
From this excerpt, we learn that many people in the Western part
of the church were still observing Passover on the 14th of Nissan
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in 195 AD. In fact, those that did outnumbered those that did not.
Up to Victor, no one had been excommunicated or treated differently because of it. Irenæus brokered a peace between the two
sides, but this issue would come up again at a later time.
Tertullian (late 190s AD) mentions a man named Blastus, who
lived in the Western Roman world. He also celebrated Passover
on the 14th of Nissan.
“In addition to all these, there is likewise Blastus, who would latently (secretly) introduce Judaism. For he says the passover is
not to be kept otherwise than according to the law of Moses, on
the fourteenth of the month…” (Against Heresies, Chapter 8)
As time went on, a number of different ways to calculate Passover began to crop up in the Mediterranean world. In 280 AD, a
man named Anatolius of Alexandria (or Laodicea) wrote a treatise on the celebration of Passover and how to calculate it. While I
disagree with his conclusions because he goes into many nonBiblical explanations, there is something telling about this document.
Through this document, I want to show you how the Catholic and
Protestant Churches have purposefully mistranslated some material.
Immediately after this chapter, I have one page with Latin on it.
On the next page is English. On the page with Latin, notice the
latin phrase “Paschae” (I placed a box in red around each instance). Paschae is the Latin term for Passover. In the English
translation, it is translated as Easter.
The issue in the early church was not whether or not we should
keep Easter, but when we should celebrate Passover. It wasn’t
until later that Easter and other pagan traditions began to infiltrate
the church.
Passover was celebrated in different forms throughout the Mediterranean world, but the majority usage in the East was still Pass22

over on the 14th of Nissan. In 324 AD, Constantine became sole
ruler of the Roman Empire. His first order of business was to sort
out issues among Christianity and consolidate the religion into
one form of worship. Eusebius gives us details about the Council
of Nicea. Constantine said the following:
“At this meeting the question concerning the most holy day of
Passover was discussed, and it was resolved by the united judgment of all present, that this feast ought to be kept by all and in
every place on one and the same day…And first of all, it appeared
an unworthy thing that in the celebration of this most holy feast
we should follow the practice of the Jews, who have impiously
defiled their hands with enormous sin, and are, therefore, deservedly afflicted with blindness of soul. For we have it in our power,
if we abandon their custom, to prolong the due observance of this
ordinance to future ages, by a truer order, which we have preserved from the very day of the passion until the present time. Let
us then have nothing in common with the detestable Jewish
crowd; for we have received from our Saviour a different way.
(Eusebius, Life of Constantine, Book 3, Chapter 18).
One of the goals of Nicea was to shame a group of believers
called Arians. They were a group who were known to favor Jewish practices and Jewish ways of thinking, including a literal interpretation of the Scriptures (see Theodoret History of Church,
1:8).
Constantine was not a Christian; he used syncretism to try and
join Christian with pagan elements to control everyone in the Empire. At the council of Nicea, Passover was set to a Sunday,
which was the chief day of worship for Mithraism. Mithraism
was the cult worship that many Emperors followed. (See Encyclopedia Britannica 1911, “Mithras”, “Constantine”; Catholic Encyclopedia “Constantine the Great”).
In 325 AD, we can see a top-down approach from Satan to eradicate the celebration of God’s festivals. This was but the first of
many attempts to do so.
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This excerpt is taken from JP Migne, PG 10, pp 209-210. Full citation is in the
bibliography section.
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THE PASCHAL CANON OF ANATOLIUS OF LAODICEA
(Between 250-283 AD)
Of these Hippolytus made up a period of sixteen years with certain unknown courses of the moon. Others have reckoned by a
period of twenty-five years, others by thirty, and some by eightyfour years, without, however, teaching thereby an exact method
of calculating Easter. But our predecessors, men most learned
in the books of the Hebrews and Greeks,-I mean Isidore and
Jerome and Clement,-although they have noted similar beginnings for the months just as they differ also in language, have,
nevertheless, come harmoniously to one and the same most exact
reckoning of Easter, day and month and season meeting in
accord with the highest honour for the Lord's resurrection.(4) But
Origen also, the most erudite of all, and the acutest in making calculations,-a man, too, to whom the epithet kalkenths is given,-has
published in a very elegant manner a little book on Easter.
And in this book, while declaring, with respect to the day of

Easter, that attention must be given not only to the course of
the moon and the transit of the equinox, but also to the passage
(transcensum) of the sun, which removes every foul ambush and
offence of all darkness, and brings on the advent of light and the
power and inspiration of the elements of the whole world, he
speaks thus: In the (matter of the) day of Easter, he remarks, I
do not say that it is to be observed that the Lord's day should be
found, and the seven (6) days of the moon which are to
elapse...” (emphasis mine throughout)
We can see how the Catholic and Protestant Churches have
purposefully mistranslated this document. English translation
cited in the bibliography under Anatolius of Alexandria.
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Chapter 3
From 325 AD to the present
In 331 AD, the heart of Constantine changed towards Arians. At
the time of his death in 337 AD, he was baptized by Arians. His
three sons, Constantine II, Constans, and Constantius, were all in
one way or another, supportive of Arianism.
Constantius was the most supportive. He allowed Arians the freedom to worship and convene synods, which allowed their beliefs
to flourish. He died in 361 AD. From 361 to 364 AD, there were
two Roman Emperors, Julius and Jovian, who were pro-Roman
Catholic. At this time, the Laodicean Council was held that condemned celebrating any practices that appeared Jewish.
364 AD – Council of Laodicea
Canon 7: That heretics returning from the Novatian, Photinian,
or Quartodeciman heresies, whether they have been reckoned
among the [catechumens] or the faithful, shall not be received until they have anathematized all heresies, and more especially
those in which they were themselves implicated. These, as soon
as they have learnt the creed, and received the anointing of the
holy chrism, shall share in the holy mysteries.
Canon 29: Christians shall not Judaize and be idle on Saturday,
but shall work on that day; but the Lord’s day they shall especially honour, and, as being Christians, shall if possible, do no
work on that day. If, however, they are found Judaizing, they
shall be shut out from Christ.
Canon 37: No one shall accept festal presents from Jews and
heretics, or keep the festivals with them.
Canon 38: No one shall accept unleavened bread from the Jews
or take part in their profanity.
(Quotes from this Synod taken from: Hefele, Joseph. A History of
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the Councils of the Church from the Original Documents. Edinborough, 1896. Vol 2, Pages 295-324.)
From these statements, we can see the anti-Semitic rhetoric that
started centuries earlier began to grow. Quartodecimans were all
called heretics. If you remember from the last chapter, those were
the people who believed in celebrating Passover on the 14th of
Nissan. Celebrating the feast of unleavened bread is called
“profanity” by those at this council. Celebrating the Sabbath and
other Jewish festivals were condemned. However, that same year
Valens came to the throne in the Eastern Roman Empire, and he
was Arian. We will see another surge of believers celebrating
Passover during this time.
367 AD Epiphanaius (speaking of the Quartodecimeans)
“But they have fallen into an error, and one of no small importance, by supposedly following the letter of the Law’s saying,
“Cursed is he who shall not keep the Passover on the fourteenth
day of the month.”…They will keep the Passover on whichever
day it is that the fourteenth of the month falls” (Quartodecimeans
–Sec. 50, 1:4, 6).
367 AD Epiphanaius (speaking of the Audians)
“But on this point the Audians cite the Ordinance of the Apostles,
which is held to be dubious by many but is not spurious. For it
contains every canonical regulation and no falsification of the
faith there—of its confession, or of the church’s order, law and
creed… ‘Reckon ye not, but celebrate when your brethren of the
circumcision do; celebrate with them’….But the Audians were
not aware of the apostles’ intent and the intent of the passage in
the Ordinance, and thought that the Paschal Feast should be celebrated with the Jews” (Audians –Sec. 70, 10:1-3).
The Audians were another group who celebrated Passover on the
14th of Nissan. They cited the “Didascalia”, which is a document
supposedly describing the Apostles’ original teachings. This they
cite to say that the Apostles never intended for any believer to
change the date of Passover from the day originally celebrated by
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the Jewish people.
370-380 AD - John Chrysostom
In the late 300s, John Chrysostom wrote, “What is this disease?
The festivals of the miserable and pitiful Jews are upon
us….There are many in our ranks who say they think as we
do. Yet some of these are going to watch the festivals and others
will join the Jews in keeping their feasts and observing their fasts.
I wish to drive this perverse custom from the church right
now…” (Eight Homilies against the Jews, 1:5).
“In speaking about this feast of the Passover, the Law says to
them something such as this: “You will not be able to keep the
Passover in any of the cities which the Lord your God gives to
you.” The Law bids them keep the feast on the fourteenth day of
the first month and in the city of Jerusalem. The Law also narrowed down the time and place for the observance of Pentecost,
when it commanded them to celebrate the feast after seven weeks,
and again, when it stated: “In the place which the Lord your God
chooses.” So also the Law fixed the feast of Tabernacles. (4) Now
let us see which of the two, time or place, is more necessary, even
though neither the one nor the other has the power to save. Must
we scorn the place but observe the time? Or should we scorn the
time and keep the place? What I mean is something such as this.
The Law commanded that the Passover be held in the first month
and in Jerusalem, at a prescribed time and in a prescribed
place...But the Passover comes to an end on the twenty-first of
that month. If they began the feast on the fourteenth day of the
first month and then continued it for seven days, they then come
to the twenty-first ...the Law said they must not observe those
rituals outside Jerusalem (John Chrysostom. Homily IV Against
the Jews IV:3-4,V:4,5).
John Chrysostom, who lived in Asia Minor, tells us that many
people in the Eastern Empire in his day still celebrated the Jewish
festivals. In the second, longer quote above, he rebukes these believers for celebrating Passover on the right timing, but not celebrating it in Jerusalem.
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Chrysostom neglects the words of Christ, which warned us about
this ahead of time.
John 4:19-24 – Jesus’s conversation with the woman at the well
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim
that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship
what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is
coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
Jesus told us a time was coming when we would worship not in
Jerusalem or on Mount Gerazim (which is where the Samaritans
worshipped). This was an obvious reference to the festivals in
Leviticus 23/Deut. 16. A few verses later, we learn that the Passover Season had just ended (John 4:45).
Worshipping Him in truth is the actual celebration itself. Worshipping Him in Spirit is by the Spirit of God that dwells within
us, through which we have communion with Him. Jesus knew the
Temple would be destroyed in 70 AD and that Jewish people
would be banished from the city during Hadrian’s reign. The
main reason to appear in Jerusalem was to bring offerings, which
could not be done without a Temple.
385 AD - Sabbatians
In this year, a group of believers, who had previously broken off
with Rome in 250 AD, started to celebrate Passover and other
Jewish practices. These believers were called Novatians.
“A division arose during the same reign among the Novatians
concerning the celebration of the festival of Passover [incorrectly
translated as Easter], and from this dispute originated another,
29

called the Sabbatian. Sabbatius… maintained that the feast of the
Passover ought to be celebrated by Christians as by
Jews.” (Sozomen, Church History, 7:18)
“Marcian had promoted to the rank of presbyter a converted Jew
named Sabbatius, who nevertheless continued to retain many of
his Jewish prejudices…” (Socrates, Church History, 5:21)
In the 380s AD the Roman Emperor was Theodosius, who was
definitely Catholic. He and the Eastern Roman Emperors after
him imposed the Roman reckoning of Passover. He also imposed
the celebration of Christ’s nativity, which later became known as
Christmas. While believers still existed that celebrated Passover
on the 14th of Nissan, they slowly faded into the Minority.
428 AD – Codex Justinianus
“Arians, Macedonians, Pneumatomachians, Appollinarians,
Novatians
or
Sabatians,
Eunomians,
Tetradites…
Paulians….Donatists, Audians…Paulinists, (and others) who are
to be classed as guilty of the worst of all heretical crimes, shall
never have the power to assemble or reside in the Roman Empire.” (Codex Justinianus. CJ.1.5.5pr.: Imperator Theodosius;
Given at Constantinople, on the third of the Kalends of June, under the Consulate of Felix and Taurus, 428.)
This is a quote from the Codex Justinius, which is a compilation
of Roman Laws. This particular law was passed by Theodosius II
and Valentinian III. It lists many non-Roman Catholic groups as
heretical. It condemned them from meeting or residing in the Empire. Among these listed, several celebrated Passover on the 14th
of Nissan. Of them are included the Arians, Sabatians (a sect of
Novatians), Tetradites (Tetradites is another name for Quartodicmeans), Paulians, Audians, and Paulinists.
575 AD – Gregory of Tours
Around 575 AD, Gregory of Tours tells us, “The day of the
Lord's resurrection is the first, not the seventh as many
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think” (History of the Franks, 1:22 [others list it as 1:23]).
If you will remember from this chapter and the last, we discussed
a group called Arians. They were a group who were open to Jewish practices such as Passover. From 340-380 AD, an Arian
evangelist named Ufilas went among the Gothic and Germanic
Tribes and converted many of them to Arian Christianity.
These Arian tribes conquered most of the Western Empire from
the late 300s AD until Rome’s fall in 476. They were the dominant force in the Western Mediterranean world in the 500s AD. In
this quote from Gregory of Tours in the late 500s AD, we learn
that many still believed the seventh day was the date of Jesus’
resurrection, not the first.
Venerable Bede – Approx 700 AD
“Eosturmonath has a name which is now translated ‘‘Paschal
month’’, and which was once called after a goddess of theirs
named Eostre, in whose honour feasts were celebrated in that
month. Now they designate that Paschal season by her name, calling the joys of the new rite by the time-honoured name of the old
observance.” (The Reckoning of Time by the Venerable Bede,
Chapter 15)
Bede is the first one to tell us about the use of the term Easter.
About this time, we find that the Roman celebration for Passover
is now changed to the name Easter, which is very well linked to
the mother-goddesses Ishtar and Astarte.
While celebrating Passover seemed in decline in the Eastern Roman Empire, just on its’ outskirts a group was taking a stand who
honored this day according to the Biblical reckoning. In the early
600s AD, this group dwelt mainly in Armenia.
Early 600s AD – Ananias
“But the Pauliani also keep the feast of the Pascha on the same
day (as the Jews), and whatever be the day of the full moon, they
call it Kuriake, as the Jews call it Sabbath…” (Fred C Conney31

bear, the Key of Truth, 1898 page CLII)
We can see that they honored Passover in the manner of the Jewish people on the 14th of Nissan, and then on the next day honored
the 1st Day of Unleavened Bread as the Sabbath. The 1st day of
Unleavened Bread is an annual Sabbath. It can occur on any day
of the week. Being on the 15th of the Hebrew month, Unleavened
Bread would occur on the full moon.
This group, which went by many names – the Pauliani, Paulicians, Paulians, etc. were a group which reflected the principles
of the early Church. Coneybeare would go on to say, “…there
were no special Sunday observances… The general impression
which the study of it leaves on us is that in it we have before us a
form of Church not very remote from the primitive Jewish Christianity of Palestine.” (page CXCIII).
They had none of the celebrations of the Catholic Church, including mass, Christmas and Easter. They had no images whatsoever
or idols. They did not consider the cross to be a symbol to be created with human hands.
Early 800s AD
In the early 800s AD, one of the main preachers of this group,
Sergius, claims to have “…run from east to west, and from north
to south, preaching the gospel of Christ until my knees were
weary.” (Coneybear, LII)
He and others spread the gospel in this ERA to many different
places. Other nicknames for them were the Thronkai , Kaschetzi,
Athangani, and Bogomils. Various identifications of these people
are mentioned together by a contemporary, Theophanes, who
wrote a chronicle of events during the early 800s AD.
“Out of zeal for God the most pious Emperor [Michael I] moved
against the Manichaens (now known as Paulicians) and Athinganoi in Phrygia and Lykaonia…” (The Chronicle of Theophanes, Sec. 497).
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“Nikephoros was a fiery friend of the Manichaeans (now called
Paulicians) and his near neighbors the Athinganoi in Phrygia and
Lykaonia…” (ibid, Sec. 488).
“People stopped censuring the wicked doctrines of the presumptuous heresies which opposed God; the many Paulicians, Athinganoi, Iconoclasts, Tetraditoi, and the rest of the lawbreakers…
they wagged their tongues against the revered divine icons and
against monastic garb…” (ibid, section 495)
The Athingani were a sub group of Paulicians. Remember that the
name Tetraditoi is just the Greek version of Quartodicemi. They
were also against having icons in church. A group of Paulicians
were relocated into the Balkans and became known as the Bogomils.
For centuries, many of those who kept Passover were hunted
down and persecuted. They hid in caves and fled from place to
place. Their only goal was to honor the Lord with their lives by
obeying Him. This present world was not worthy of them. Even
today, there are Christians in China who are forced to keep Passover in caves in fear of their lives.
In 1894, a man named Samuel Kohn translated hymns of Sabbath
keepers who had dwelt in Transylvannia for hundreds of years.
The hymns date to the 1600s AD and before. Interestingly
enough, in their hymns, they note how many churches made
changes from God’s festivals to those that are not in the Bible.
Here is a sample from a hymn:
“So for all the existing churches of the old; deviated true faith,
yes, they have forged him:
Instead of Sabbath, they keep Sunday; The Passover they remodel
for Easter; At Pentecost boldly make the feast of Fiftieth day; The
new year and its festival do bold daring; From autumn to winter
they lay; They hold none of all the other parties; Just as the Gentiles” (Bosnia Cathars 1588-1623. Die sabbatharier in Siebenbürgen, Kohn, Samuel, pages 90-91 – 1894).
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In the 1600s, a revival of truth broke out in England. This revival
involved the Sabbath, but also the restoration of celebrating Passover on the 14th of Nissan. In 1600s England, there were two
groups of Sabbath keepers. One group kept Sunday as the Sabbath. The other kept the seventh-day Sabbath. Up to this point in
history, very few writers, if any, every called Sunday the Sabbath.
The Sabbath has always meant Friday sunset to Saturday sunset.
Among the Sabbath-keeping Puritans in England were those who
also celebrated Passover on the fourteenth of Nissan and the
seven days of Unleavened Bread. Among the pioneers of this
movement was a man named John Trask (last name also pronounced Thrask or Traske). Below I have quoted a work written
against him in 1618.
“JOHN Traske in his humor of Judaism & Heretical innovation….seemeth also to deny the yearly feast of our Savours Resurrection to be lawfully celebrated on any other day in the year
then the 14 of March-moon, wherein the Jews were commanded
by God to celebrate their Passover….God himself, saith he, having expressly commanded, & Christ himself with his Apostles
celebrated on that day his Paschal festivity.”
“…he by his eating of unleavened bread seven days together after
the 14 of March-Moone, and by sundry speeches uttered to some
of his fellow prisoners, hath given great suspicions that lately he
hath observed the feast of Azimes (unleavened bread), together
with his disciples.” (Deuine, Catholike BD. A Brief Refutation of
John Traskes Judaical and Novel Fancyes. 1618. Pages 57-58.)
Trask was eventually arrested, beaten, and had a J stamped on his
forehead. He recanted his beliefs and was released from prison.
His wife, however, held to her convictions and died in prison
some years later.
These seventh-day believers later became known as seventh-day
Baptists. In the late 1600s, some of them began to immigrate to
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America. They brought their beliefs with them. Some of the seventh-day Baptists in America practiced celebrating Passover on
the fourteenth of Nissan, after the Biblical reckoning. Here is an
example from churches in West Virginia.
“March 20, 1853, it was voted that communion service be held
once in twelve months `on the ‘fourteenth day of the first Jewish
month’; i.e., on the evening of the Passover.” (Randolph's History
of the Seventh Day Baptists. p. 201-202).
In 1844, a seventh-day Baptist believer, Rachel Oakes Preston,
went to hear a Methodist Adventist preacher named Frederick
Wheeler. After hearing his sermon, she convinced him to start
practicing the Sabbath. He convinced her to become an Adventist.
Adventists believed that the Lord would return that year on the
feast of Atonement.
The Lord did not return, but from this one contact, two major
Sabbath keeping movements were born: The Seventh Day Adventist Church (SDA) and the Church of God Seventh-Day
(CG7).
Of these two churches, the Church of God Seventh-Day accepted
the celebration of Passover on the fourteenth of Nissan. On March
10, 1885, the CG7 Publication called “The Bible Advocate” released an article stating that, the Lord’s Supper was announced
for 14th Day of Nissan on the Hebrew Calendar. (Coulter, 183).
From the CG7, a man named Herbert W. Armstrong was converted in the 1920s. He eventually left and started a group named
the Radio Church of God, which became the World Wide Church
of God. He taught the celebration of Passover on the 14th of Nissan followed by seven days of Unleavened Bread, with the first
and seventh days being Annual Sabbaths. Additionally, he taught
that the night of the fifteenth was to be honored as the night to be
much observed.
The World Wide Church of God abandoned many truths in 1995,
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which led to numerous splinter groups all bearing the name
“Church of God.” It should be noted that several groups bearing
the name “Church of God” left before 1995. Most of these splinter groups celebrate Passover in the same manner as taught by
Mr. Armstrong.
In 1992, I personally know a man who went on a missionary trip
to Eastern Europe and found Sabbath keepers in Eastern Europe
who kept the Passover and the Dietary Laws. Many of them were
also Pentecostal. These people did not know much about their
own history. As far as they knew, they had always been celebrating this way of life. They could very well be the descendants of
the Bogomil/Paulicians who migrated to that area over 1,000
years before.
Presently, there is a tremendous move to return to the celebration
of Passover and the days of Unleavened Bread in the Scriptural
reckoning (not the Roman reckoning of Passover). The Messianic
Movement, which was aided by the break-up of World Wide, has
also contributed to more people wanting to learn about Passover.
On television channels such as the Trinity Broadcasting Network
(TBN) and Daystar, some of the preachers talk about Passover
every year. This used to be out of the ordinary, but it is becoming
the norm.
These are just further signs that the Kingdom of God is at hand!
Let us prepare to Passover to the world tomorrow!
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Conclusion
“By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so
that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of
Israel” (Hebrews 11:28).
Moses and the Israelites kept the Passover by faith. It wasn’t a
works-based salvation as so many people have negatively and
improperly portrayed the Old Testament. Salvation has always
come by grace through faith.
Celebrating Passover is an act of faith. It is an action that ties us
to our Lord’s suffering and the many generations of believers
from then until now that honored it in the same method.
“The first Christians continued to observe the Jewish festivals,
though in a new spirit, as commemorations of events which those
festivals had foreshadowed.” (Encyclopedia Britannica 1911 –
“Easter”)
In Daniel 7:25, we are told about a little horn that would seek to
blaspheme God and change the “times and the seasons.” The Aramaic word is zeman, and it is the Hebrew equivalent of moed.
Moed refers to the Holy Days of Leviticus 23. Satan the devil has
tried to change this celebration from the Scriptural reckoning to
another reckoning. The institution of the Roman Catholic Church
has gone along with this plan; you and I do not have to.
We are presently in a time of the restoration of all things. The
proper celebration of this festival has been presented plainly
through Scripture and a brief examination of history.
I encourage you to be apart of this restoration and “contend for
the faith once delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3)
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Chart 3: Holy Day Calendar* Spring Feasts
Year

Passover#

Unleavened Bread

Pentecost

2015

April 3 (Fri)

April 4-10 (Sat-Fri) May 24 (Sun)

2016

Apr 22 (Fri)

April 23-29 (SatFri)

June 12 (Sun)

2017

April 10 (Mon)

April 11-17 (TueMon)

June 4 (Sun)

2018

March 30 (Fri)

March 31-April 6
(Sat-Fri)

May 20 (Sun)

2019

April 19 (Fri)

April 20-26 (SatFri)

June 9 (Sun)

2020

April 8 (Wed)

April 9-15 (ThursWed)

May 31 (Sun)

2021

March 27 (Sat)

March 28-April 3
(Sun-Sat)

May 16 (Sun)

2022

April 15 (Fri)

April 16-22 (SatFri)

June 5 (Sun)

2023

April 5 (Wed)

April 6 (Thur)-12
(Wed)

May 28 (Sun)

#Passover is always observed on the night before. In fact, all of
the Feasts begin at sunset of the previous day. For instance, in
2015, Passover began on Thursday, April 2nd at sunset. The First
Day of Unleavened Bread began on Friday, April 3rd at sunset.
The Seventh day of Unleavened bread began on Thursday, April
10th at sunset. Every feast day also ends at sunset of the following day. In 2015, the Seventh Day of Unleavened Bread, for instance, ended on Friday April 10th at sunset.
*This calendar is derived from the Hebrew Calendar.
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Many Christians today do not pay much attention to the
celebration of Passover, but it was the last celebration Jesus
honored before he suffered and died for our sins. Passover
is the only event that Jesus said He eagerly desired to celebrate (Luke 22:15). In this booklet, you will learn how the
earliest disciples of Jesus continued to celebrate this important festival, and how many other believers from that time
until now did the same. There has always been someone
somewhere honoring this powerful time of the year.
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